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 I hope the Easter season of 2022 has been filled with many signs 
of God’s presence and that you have found renewed strength 
through the gift of Christ’s Resurrection. 
 
I shared recently in a homily that at the end of the Confirmation 
Mass here in early May, Bishop Johnston looked out at the  
congregation and said to me: This is just a really good parish.  
A really good parish! Words that certainly made me feel blessed 
to be the pastor here. 
 
A couple of weeks ago, I received a call from a person in  
leadership for one of the national Catholic organizations we have 
been working with over the past few years. He was asking for 
some input about a new initiative the organization may get  
involved with in the future. While the conversation was  
interesting, it was his observations about our parish that stayed 
with me. I don’t remember the comments word for word, but it 
was something like this:  
We work with a lot of parishes around the country, and  
Presentation is just one of those parishes that stands out for us  
by the ways you build relationships, get people involved in the 
community, and give your people opportunities to grow in their faith.  
Again, words that made me feel blessed to be the pastor here. 
 
Why do I share these thoughts? For me, there is a strong connection 
between these experiences. What makes for a really good parish? 
Might it be by the ways we come together through our relationship 
with Christ, build relationships with one another, get involved through 
the sharing of our gifts, and stay committed to growing in our faith. 
 
I also share these thoughts because I think it is important for all of us 
to reflect on how we are contributing to the life of our parish. Do we 
make coming together with the community for worship a priority 
in our lives? Are we building relationships with others in the    
parish through our involvement with ministries and the sharing of 
our gifts? Do we take advantage of at least one or two faith                   
formation opportunities throughout the year as a way to grow in 
our faith?  
 
Most of us probably underestimate the impact we can make, but 
all of us have an important role to play in building up the good in 
our parish. We are blessed to be part of a thriving, active, and  
faith-filled parish. Thank you for all the ways you make this a  
really good parish! And keep it up! 
 
Many Blessings,  
Fr. Tom   
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What Does It Mean To Be Pastoral? 
by Shelli Lange, Pastoral Care Director 
 
What does it mean to be pastoral? To be pastoral means to be  
present, to notice someone’s need and do something to help fill that 
need, no matter how small it might be. Being pastoral means noticing 
that someone sitting in a wheelchair who might be cold and pulling up 
their blanket to cover their bare arms, or smiling and looking them in 
the eye as you pass them in a hallway. People in nursing homes or 
hospitals are often overlooked by those walking through the halls on 
their way to a destination. 
 

In our faith community, there many volunteers who bring communion to hospitals, care centers and  
people in their homes. When you serve as a Eucharistic Minister, your very presence can be a pastoral  
experience. When our  volunteers make these visits on behalf of the Presentation community, they not  
only offer the gift of communion, they also bring prayers, kindness, a loving presence and a connection to 
our parish. Being pastoral is about making a human connection, it’s about being a friend, a smiling face 
for our brothers and sisters in Christ, and it’s about entering into the suffering with another person to let 
them know they are not alone. 
 

Many people have gifts that they don’t recognize. Presentation Parish offers many ways to share your 
gifts within our Pastoral Care Ministries. If you are wondering how to get involved or what gifts you 
might have to offer, please call Shelli Lange, Director of Pastoral Care, 816-251-1102 or email, 
slange@olpls.org. We will help you discern how you can share your gifts and become a pastoral presence 
to others.   

All are welcome to Presentation Parish Contemporary Music Mass  
on the Fourth Sunday of the month at 12 Noon! 



WWW.OLPLS.ORG                                                                                                                                                                                                                   PAGE 3  

Ways to Practice Summer Stewardship by Jane O’Brien, Stewardship Director 
 
Summer is a time when most of us get to slow down…just a little! The days are longer and require less 
routine and offer more flexibility. Summer is the perfect time to foster our gratitude and appreciation for 
God’s gifts in our lives. Each of us is called to share our gifts and use them in service to others. We tend to 
think sharing our gifts is complicated and time consuming, rather,  
sharing our gifts is simply the way we choose to live each day.   

 

When we share our gifts, we demonstrate an awareness of God in our 
lives and gratitude for the very life we have been given.  
Here are some simple Summer Stewardship ideas: 
 

1. Turn off the TV, phone, and computer, and spend an  
    uninterrupted hour with someone you love. 
2. Each day, say a prayer for those suffering in our world.  
3. Surprise someone with a phone call just to say hello and check  
    in with them.  
4. Choose a charity that could benefit from a few hours of your time 

or a financial gift.  
5. Pick up some flowers or fresh fruit and put it on the doorstep of a 

friend who is struggling.  
6. Invite a single friend or elderly neighbor over for a meal.  
7. Stop during your busy day and enjoy some ice cream or favorite 

treat and give thanks to God.   
8. Visit an elderly care facility and simply talk with the residents or, if you have children, have them 

make cards or pictures and drop them off for the residents to enjoy. 
9. Invite friends or family (especially children) to help you make a positive difference this summer. 

And last but not least: 
10. Just Pray. Gather with family or friends and pray together, share something that you are              

grateful for in your life. Attend an extra weekday Mass this summer. Practice praying spontaneous-
ly to God as if sitting with a friend using your own words. Attend an hour of Adoration each week 
and sit in silence with God. Pray very specifically for the people in your life and their needs. Pray 
the rosary on a consistent basis. End every day with prayers of praise and thanksgiving, no matter 
what unfolded throughout the course of your day and simply trust and enjoy the gift of summer!  

“Every person has the 
obligation to discern 

concrete ways God intends 
us to use our talents and 

resources. We are called to 
make a commitment to 

worship God through faithful 
living by carefully 

stewarding our gifts  and our 
very lives to the limit of our 

strengths and abilities.  
Doing so will reap untold 

spiritual benefits for us and 
for all those with whom we 

come in contact.”  
- Anonymous 
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Help us keep our parish records updated! 
Please contact the Parish Office,  

816-251-1100, with address & telephone 
changes. Or email: jackland@olpls.org. 

Thank you! 


